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8:00am-5:30pm
SOTX ACS Annual Meeting   

Azure I & II

11:05am-12:05pm
Concurrent Abstract Session  

Room One - Azure I & II
Surgical Oncology

Room Two - Carmine/Verdure
Surgical/Patient Education

7:00am-8:15am
ePoster Competition

Cereise, Carmine/Verdure, & Azure I & II

5:30pm
Reception
East Terrace

3:30pm-4:15pm
Mini-Talk Concurrent Session 

Room One - Azure I & II
 Acute Care

Room Two - Carmine/Verdure
QI Outcomes

12:55pm-1:55pm
Lunch 

Azure III

12:55pm-1:55pm
Concurrent Abstract Session  

Room One - Azure I & II
Pediatric Surgery

Room Two -Carmine/Verdure
Disparities 

8:15am-12:30pm
South TX Chapter ACS Annual Meeting 

Azure I & II

5:30pm
Annual Meeting Kick-Off

East Terrace

6:30pm-7:30pm
Resident Surgical Jeopardy Final

Azure I & II

5:30pm-6:30pm 
Surgical Skills Round-Up

Cerise

6:00pm-7:30pm
Resident Surgical Jeopardy

Cerise I, II, & III

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

Visit the Exhibitors All Day in the Pre-Function Space
Breakfast, Breaks, and Coffee are served here

Podium and ePoster Abstracts are Available Online
southtexaacs.org or SoTX ACS Meeting App

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2026

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2026

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2026

10:30am-11:30am
Concurrent Abstract Session  

Room One - Azure I & II
Surgical Potpourri

Room Two - Carmine/Verdure
Elective Surgery
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DISCLOSURE INFORMATION
In accordance with the ACCME Accreditation Criteria, the American College of Surgeons must ensure that anyone in a position to control the content 
of the educational activity (planners and speakers/authors/discussants/moderators) has disclosed all relevant financial relationships with any ineligible 
company held in the last 24 months. All reported conflicts are managed by a designated official to ensure a bias-free presentation. Please note that first 
authors were required to collect and submit disclosure information on behalf of all other authors/contributors, if applicable.

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
The South Texas Chapter ACS Annual Meeting will provide 
up-to-date information for community surgeons, academic 
surgeons, and the surgeon in training. Topics will cover a broad 
range of surgical practice interests including updates and 
advances in trauma and acute care, surgical oncology, general 
surgery, education, vascular surgery, pediatric surgery, and 
surgical endocrinology. The intent of the program is to improve 
the quality of patient care and improve patient safety.

CME
Successful completion of this CME activity, which includes 
participation in the evaluation component, enables the learner 
to earn credit toward the CME requirements of the American 
Board of Surgery’s Continuous Certification program. 

CME EVALUATION AND CERTIFICATES
•  Please complete the online evaluation form to claim your total CME credits for the South Texas

•  Chapter ACS Annual Meeting. Please complete the evaluation form by Thursday, March 19, 2026

•  Have your ACS ID ready.

•  Certificates will be emailed on Monday, March 23, 2026 if requested.

•  Visit the South Texas ACS website to complete the evaluation or scan QR code.

CME INFORMATION

CME Breakdown by Day 
& Disclosure Insert
 Scan QR Code
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DAY ONE |  FEBRUARY 19, 2026 
 
5:30pm-6:00pm 
Annual Meeting Kick-Off Reception 

6:00pm-7:30pm 
Round One: Resident Surgical Jeopardy 

DAY TWO | FEBRUARY 20, 2026 

7:00am 
Registration/Breakfast/Exhibits Open 

8:10am-8:15am 
Welcome 
Lillian Kao, MD, FACS
South Texas Chapter ACS President

8:15am-9:45am
Abstract Session | President’s Session
Moderators: Drs. Lillian Kao and David Santos

Time-Driven Activity-Based Costing (TDABC) to 
Measure Costs Associated with the Initial Resuscitation 
of Trauma Patients
Mamadou Balde, University of Texas at Austin Dell

A Novel Luminal Spring Approach to Apply Mechanical 
Strain to Innervated Human Intestinal Organoids
Rachel Bordelon, MD, University of Texas HSC - Houston

AI as a Dictator for Oncologic Treatment: Concordance 
among Experts and Multiple AI Systems in Cancer 
Decision-Making
Luis A Hernandez, MD, Houston Methodist Hospital

Histone Deacetylase Inhibition Enhances 
Chemotherapy Response in Preclinical Models of 
Malignant Rhabdoid Tumor
Brian T Hickner, MD, Baylor College of Medicine

Role Of Routine Staging Laparoscopy for Pancreatic 
Adenocarcinoma in Underserved Populations: A 14-
Year Experience at a Safety-Net Hospital
David M Holmes, MD, Baylor College of Medicine

Incidence and Survival Outcomes of Small Pancreatic 
Neuroendocrine Tumors: A Population-based Analysis
Parit T Mavani, MD, University of Texas Medical Branch - 
Galveston

A Six-Day Window: Defining the Optimal Timing for 
Tracheostomy in Severe Pediatric Traumatic Brain Injury
Alexander Mina, MD, Baylor College of Medicine

Impact of GLP-1 Receptor Agonist Use on Limb 
Revascularization, Amputation, and Cardiovascular 
Outcomes in Patients with Peripheral Arterial Disease 
and Diabetes: A Real-World Analysis
Aakash Srikanth, University of Texas Medical Branch - 
Galveston

Comparative Outcomes of Steroid Injection versus 
Surgical Release for Trigger Finger in Diabetic Patients: 
A Propensity-Matched Analysis of 39,640 Cases
Yousef Tanas, MD, Houston Methodist Hospital

Safety of Preoperative Endoscopic Radiofrequency 
Ablation for Resectable Pancreatic Ductal 
Adenocarcinoma: A Single Center Study:
Christiaan R van der Weiden, University of Texas HSC - 
Houston

9:45am-10:30am 
American College of Surgeons
Moderator: J. Patrick Walker, MD, FACS 

ACS Update 
Michael Sutherland, MD, FACS
Senior Vice President, Member Services
American College of Surgeons

ACS Foundation  
Randolph Bailey, MD, FACS

10:30am-11:00am
Break with Exhibitors

AGENDA: DAY 1 & 2
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11:05am-12:05pm
CONCURRENT ABSTRACT SESSION

Concurrent Session | Room One 
Surgical Oncology
Moderator: Raj Vaghjiani, MD

Small Bowel Lymphangioma Causing Chronic Obscure 
GI Bleed
Mohammed Bohan, MD, DHR Health

The Diagnostic Ambiguity of Myxofibrosarcoma (MFS): 
A Histopathologic Continuum
Alexandra M Dunker, MD Anderson

Endoscopic Submucosal Dissection versus Surgical 
Resection in the Definitive Management of T1 Colon 
Cancer: Outcomes from Single-Center Experience
Remy Fenrich, BS, Baylor College of Medicine

Identifying Predictive Factors for Successful Same-Day 
Discharge Following Elective Colorectal Procedures: 
The Role of the Hospitalist
Luis A Hernandez, MD, Houston Methodist Hospital

Association of Hospital-Specific Pancreatic Cancer Rate 
on Surgical Resection and Survival
Neha Malik, MD, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Multidisciplinary Management of Fibrosarcomatous 
Dermatofibrosarcoma Protuberans: A Case Series 
Highlighting Surgical, Radiation, and Reconstructive 
Approaches
Tanisha Fleming, MD, Houston Methodist Hospital

From Diagnosis to Eradication: A Quality Improvement  
Approach to H. pylori Care Optimization
Mira Patel, University of Texas Medical Center - San 
Antonio

Concurrent Session | Room Two
Surgical/Patient Education
Moderator:  Jessica Lopez, MD

AI-Supported vs. Traditional Laparoscopic Box 
Trainers: Resident Performance and Perceived Training 
Value
Jehad  Alsamhori, MD, Houston Methodist Hospital

Instituting a Colectomy Proficiency Initiative Provides 
Longitudinal Operative Feedback for Colorectal 
Surgery Subspecialty Residents
Allison M Ammann, MD, University of Texas HSC - 
Houston

Structured Annotation of Intraoperative Video: A Pilot 
Study in Robotic Cholecystectomy for Procedural 
Benchmarking
Brandon Blair, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Retrospective AI-Based Detection of Lens 
Contamination in Minimally Invasive Surgery
Maansi Srinivasan, Texas A&M School of Medicine 
(EnMed)

Enhancing Medical Student Knowledge Through 
Didactic Seminar Focused on Diabetic Foot Wound 
Management
Kristina M Valdez, Baylor College of Medicine

Leveraging Sports Analytics and Intraoperative Video 
To Improve Surgical Quality and Outcomes
Jasie L Williams-Roberts, University of Texas HSC - 
Houston

In-Person vs. Virtual Interviews and Final Rank List 
Position in a General Surgery Program
Vincent Yang, University of Texas Medical Branch - 
Galveston

12:05pm-12:50pm
Attendee Lunch 

COT Meeting (Cerise)  
Carlos Palacio, MD, FACS – COT Chair

AGENDA: DAY 2
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12:55pm-1:55pm
CONCURRENT ABSTRACT SESSION 

Concurrent Session | Room One 
Pediatric Surgery
Moderator: KuoJen Tsao, MD

The Influence of Residence on Pediatric Obesity in 
Texas: Are All Children at Equal Risk?
Rachel M Gorenflo, MD, University of Texas Medical 
Branch - Galveston

Reevaluating the Role of Laboratory Tests in 
Postoperative Discharge Criteria for Perforated 
Appendicitis
Jeannette M Joly, MD, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Boarding Pass for Savings: Streamlining Cardiac 
G-Tube Care Through Pre-Operative Optimization
Erin M Morris, MD, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Effect of Pediatric Surgery Outreach Clinics On Patient 
Accessibility
Vivy Phan, MD, Baylor Scott & White Health

Too Much, Too Often: Unnecessary Preoperative Type 
and Screen Testing in Routine Pediatric Surgery
Avery N Sinnathamby, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Surgical Sustainability: Further Energy and Water 
Savings After Adoption of Reusables
Taylor R Sweeney, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Comparative Outcomes of Bariatric Surgery Versus 
GLP-1 Therapy in Adolescents and Young Adults With 
Obesity
Rahul Venna, BS, University of Texas Medical Branch - 
Galveston

Concurrent Session | Room Two
Disparities 
Moderator: Dalya Ferguson, MD

Delayed Finger Revascularization and Barriers to 
Timely Microsurgical Care
Fatema Dohadwala, University of Texas Austin - Dell 
Medical School

Knowledge, Attitudes, and Perceptions of Charitable 
Cleft Lip and Palate Surgery in Peru
Srinithya R Gillipelli, Baylor College of Medicine

Rates of Guideline-Concordant Treatment of Early 
Onset Colon Cancer in Texas
Krystle  Henderson MD, University of Texas at Austin Dell

Perceptions of a Video-Based Support Tool to Enhance 
Discussions Surrounding End-of-Life Care in Older 
Adults After Trauma
Ashna S Karpe, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Omissions That Hurt: Do Patients with Missing 
Racial Data Have Higher OS-SSI Rates after Trauma 
Laparotomy?
Stephanie Martinez Ugarte, MD, University of Texas HSC 
- Houston

Role of Caregiver Health Literacy and Congenital 
Malformations in Complex Care Outcomes
Poorna R. Menon, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Improving Health Communication and Psychosocial 
Outcomes in Ostomy Care: Development and Pilot 
Testing of the Speaking Stoma Guide
Katherine E Walsh, MD, University of Texas at Austin Dell

2:00pm-3:00pm
ETHICS LECTURE
Multivariable Uncertainty: Ethics at the 
Point of Transplant Decision Making

Mark Hobeika, MD, FACS
Chief, Abdominal Transplant Surgery
UTHealth Houston/Memorial Hermann 
Moderator: Julie Holihan, MD, FACS

AGENDA: DAY 2
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3:30pm-4:15pm
MINI TALK CONCURRENT SESSION 

Concurrent Session | Room One 
Acute Care
Moderator: Jonah Stulberg, MD, FACS

Acute Trauma and Critical Illness Cause Acute 
Increases in G-CSF That are Correlate with Post-Injury 
Outcomes and Associated With Changes in Bone 
Marrow Progenitor Populations
Kayla Callaway, MD, Baylor College of Medicine

Local Adherence with Society Guidelines and 
Postoperative Outcomes in Perforated Appendicitis
Mackenzie K Joe, University of Texas HSC - Houston

From Scene to Scalpel: Forecasting the Need for 
Hemorrhage-Control Surgery
Nidia Aranjo, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Influence of SUR-1 TRPM4 on Contusion Expansion in 
Patients with Traumatic Brain Injury
Emily H Saweris, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Does Restrictive Transfusion Restrict Recovery? 
Linking Anemia to Mobility After Trauma in Older 
Adults
Gabriela M Barrios, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Discordance Between Surgeon and Pathologist 
Assessment of Severity in Acute Appendicitis
Lindsey L DeSplinter, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Acceleration of Coagulation Kinetics for Clot Burst 
Pressure Assessment
Hanuk Kwon, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Short- and Long-Term Complications of Knee 
Dislocation Management in Obese Patients
Varun M Trivedi, University of Texas Medical Branch - 
Galveston

Concurrent Session | Room Two
QI Outcomes
Moderator: Anthony D’Andrea, MD

Quantitative Venous Outflow Assessment in 
Reconstructive Flaps Using Indocyanine Green 
Angiography: A Systematic Review
Samantha  Cervantes Valadez MD, Houston Methodist 
Hospital

Post-Operative Safety in Geriatric Versus Adult 
Patients Undergoing Peripheral Nerve Grafting: A 
Propensity-Matched Analysis of 80,000 Patients
Stephen Chen, Baylor College of Medicine

Comparative Outcomes of Endoscopic versus Open 
Carpal Tunnel Release in Postmenopausal Women: A 
Retrospective Cohort Analysis of 16,298 Patients
Arman Chowdhury, University of Texas Medical Branch - 
Galveston

Reducing Hospital Intensive Care Unit Workload and 
Increasing Organ Recovery Through a Regional Donor 
Care Unit
Souha Farhat, MD, Houston Methodist Hospital

Financial Impacts of Cleft Lip and Palate Surgery in Peru
Srinithya R Gillipelli, Baylor College of Medicine

Patellofemoral Alignment Following Total Knee 
Arthroplasty: A Radiographic Analysis of 300 Patients 
with Two Implant Designs
Giselle K Henry, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Feasibility and Pertainance of Intraoperative 
Ultrasound Versus Current Standard of Care During 
Robotic Cholecystectomy in Cancer Patients
Ryan Khetan, McGovern Medical School at UTHealth 
Houston

Does the Use of GLP-1 Receptor Agonists Affect 
Mortality in Obese Patients with Neuroendocrine 
Tumors? A Propensity-Matched Cohort Study
Feras Shamoiun, MD, University of Texas Medical Branch 
- Galveston

Comparative Outcomes Following Nerve Grafting in 
Adults vs. Pediatric Patients: A Retrospective Cohort 
Study of 32,766 Matched Patients
Landon Alexander Hackley, Houston Methodist Hospital

3:00pm-3:30pm
Break with Exhibitors

AGENDA: DAY 2
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4:15pm-4:45pm
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Finding Your Place in the House of Surgery

Lillian Kao, MD, FACS
Professor, Acute Care Surgery
McGovern Medical School at UTHealth 
Houston • X: : @LillianKao1
Moderator: David Santos, MD, FACS 

4:45pm-5:30pm
THE GREAT DEBATE
Bariatric Surgery vs Antiobesity Medications

Moderator
Matt Hutter, MD, FACS
Chair, Department of Surgery
University of Texas Medical Branch

Speakers
Monique Hassan, MD, FACS
Division Director of Bariatrics and General 
Surgeon
Baylor Scott and White - Temple
X: @drmoniquehassan

Jordan Grubbs, MD, FACS, Dipl. ABOM
Assistant Professor
University of Texas Health Science Center

5:30pm-7:30pm
 • Surgical Skills Round-Up
 • Resident Jeopardy Final Round
 • Happy Hour

DAY THREE | FEBRUARY 21, 2026

7:00am 
Registration/Breakfast/Exhibits Open
 

7:00am-8:15am
ePoster Competition

Kiosk I | Abstracts #1-12 (Cerise)
Moderator: Richard Lu, MD
Kiosk II | Abstracts #13-25 (Cerise)
Moderator: Grace Ng, MD
Kiosk III | Abstracts #26-37 (Carmine/Verdure)
Moderator: Julie Holihan, MD
Kiosk IV | Abstracts #38-49 (Azure I & II)
Moderator: David Santos, MD

8:15am-9:15am
Abstract Session | Acute Care
Moderator: Lindsay Howe, MD FACS

Fixation After Traumatic Spine Injury: Does Timing 
Matter?
Karyssa Nelson, University of Texas at Austin Dell

Circumventing Distance Becoming Destiny After 
Injury: Characterizing Delayed Transfer of Severely 
Injured Patients in Rural Trauma Systems
Elizabeth Stewart, MD, UT Health San Antonio

Initial Whole Blood Transfusion in Prehospital or 
Emergency Department Settings is Associated with 
Reduced Odds of Organ-Space Surgical Site Infection 
After Trauma Laparotomy
Renee W Green, MD, University of Texas HSC – Houston

Patient Reported Outcomes from the Ketamine for 
Acute Pain After Trauma (KAPT) Trial
Anne R Jeckovich, MD, University of Texas HSC - Houston

The Impact of Burn Injury on Psychiatric Outcomes in 
Pediatric Versus Adult Patients
Kamryn Baker, BS, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Prehospital Tranexamic Acid Reduces Transfusion 
Requirements in Torso Trauma Patients Receiving 
Whole Blood
Prem C Patel, University of Texas Medical Center - San 
Antonio

Use Of Composite Lactate Metrics and Machine 
Learning in ECMO Patients to Predict Survivability
Pranav Singh MD, Brooke Army Medical Center

9:15am-10:00am
POKORNEY LECTURE
Surgeons as Leaders in Quality

Matt Hutter, MD, FACS 
Chair, Department of Surgery
University of Texas Medical Branch
Moderator: Sarah Samreen, MD

AGENDA: DAY 2 & 3
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10:30am-11:30am
CONCURRENT ABSTRACT SESSION 

Concurrent Session | Room One 
Surgical Potpourri 
Moderator: Diana Arellano, MD

Development and Prediction of a Significant Surgical 
Complications Metric After Proximal Aortic Repair
Kyle W Blackburn, Baylor College of Medicine

Psychosocial Impact of Cochlear Implants on Children 
from Perspectives of CI User and Their Families
Connor Haines, University of Texas Medical Branch - 
Galveston

Skin Substitute as a new Rung on the Reconstructive 
Ladder: A Case Series
Lauren Abigail Hoffpauir, Houston Methodist Hospital

Incidence of Stroke After Left Atrial Appendage Clip 
vs. Excision During Coronary Artery Bypass Surgery
John W Jackson MD, St. David’s South Austin Medical 
Center

Chronic Kidney Disease Is Associated With Adverse 
Outcomes Following Endovascular Aortic Repair
Anthony J Laico, University of Texas Medical Branch - 
Galveston

Outcomes of Vacuum Assisted Closure Therapy for 
Chronic Fibrothorax at a New Thoracic Academic 
Center
Karyssa Nelson, BS, University of Texas at Austin Dell

The Impact of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Pediatric 
Equinus Deformity and Surgical Management
Jasmine N Tran, University of Texas Medical Branch - 
Galveston

Concurrent Session | Room Two
Elective Surgery
Moderator: Marianne Cusik, MD

Endoscopic Closure of Gastrogastric Fistula and 
Balloon Dilation of Gastrojejunostomy After Roux-
en-Y Gastric Bypass in a Patient with a Hostile 
Abdomen
Tara L Sheets, Sam Houston State University College of 
Osteopathic Medicine

Preventing Post-Thyroidectomy Hypocalcemia: The 
Value of Preoperative Calcitriol
Brennan Gagen MD, Baylor Scott & White Health

Rectus Abdominis Muscle Changes Following Open 
Retrorectus Ventral Hernia Repair
Ananya Hari, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Case Report: Combined Robotic Repair of Left 
Transdiaphragmatic Intercostal Hernia and Right 
Flank Hernia
Maureen McGill MD, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Endoscopic Treatment of Gastric Pouch Chronic Leak 
from RYGB with Partially Covered Stent after Redo 
HHR
Tara L Sheets, Sam Houston State University College of 
Osteopathic Medicine

Surgical Repair versus Expectant Management of 
Occult Inguinal Hernias: Short term outcomes of a 
randomized controlled trial
Cameron N Wyatt, University of Texas HSC - Houston

Robotic SADI-S: Optimizing Safety and Technical 
Considerations with Triple Use of ICG for Anatomical 
Identification, Perfusion Assessment, and 
Intraoperative Leak Testing
Juan E Zubillaga Gutierrez MD, Nacogdoches Medical 
Center

AGENDA: DAY 3

10:00am-10:30am
Break with Exhibitors
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11:30am-12:30pm
Lessons For My Younger Self

MODERATOR
Celia R. Ledet, MD, FACS
Associate Professor
Department of Surgical Oncology
MD Anderson Cancer Center

PANELISTS
Shiree A. Berry, MD, FACS
Regional Trauma Medical Director
Gulf Coast

Robert O. Carpenter, MD, FACS
Clinical Professor
Program/Practice
Texas A&M University Naresh K. Vashisht 
College of Medicine
X: @ROCdoc99

Sylvia Martinez, MD, FACS
Program Director of General Surgery 
Residency,  
Chief of the Division of Acute Care Surgery
Houston Methodist Hospital

Carlos H. Palacio, MD, FACS
Trauma Medical Director
South Texas Health System

12:30pm
Awards and Adjournment

Meeting Notes:

AGENDA: DAY 3 

SUPPORT
The South Texas Chapter ACS Fund
Scan to donate to the ACS Foundation in 
the name of the South Texas Chapter
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The South Texas Chapter of the American College of Surgeons  
is grateful for the following exhibiting companies:

Exhibitors
Aroa Biosurgery

BD - Becton Dickinson and Company
Bioterra

Elucent Medical
Evergen

MagMutual
Medtronic Surgical Devices

Pacira BioSciences, Inc.

Win an Bose Speaker!

• Complete at least 6 signatures to qualify for the raffle. 
• Drop off your completed card at the Registration Desk by 
the end of the break on Saturday morning. 
• Make sure your name is on the card. 
• Winner does not need to present to win! 
• Need a card? Pick one up at the Registration Desk.

 

 

EXHIBITORS


